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AU aboard for green vo!gge

FLOWER power was at full throttle
when speedy river boats got a green
makeover last week.

A pair of Thames Clippers were done

up with over 3,000 plants and flowers to
promote clean air across the capital.

The vessels became 'Fresh Air Zones' for
two days, and all passengers were given
a Peace Lily to take home with them.
The idea was commissioned by the
Flower Council of Holland.

lan Drummeond, the arranger responsible
for the displays told GT: “The idea is

to show that plants can thrive in any
location, and to raise awareness of house
plants and the air purifying qualities
they have.”

He'd worked long into the previous night
to set up the thousands of planters.

“The reaction has been grea!. everyone
has loved it,” lan added. “All the regular
commuters this morning grabbed a lily
for their desks.”

The plants were a welcome novelty to
the passengers on deck.

Ten-year-old Hannah Downard and her
mum Alison were on a day trip to the
capital from Maidstone.

Hannah said: “The plants look and smell
really lovely - I'm going to take my lily
home and put it in my bedroom.™

Mum Alison added: “It's a great idea, the
plants make a really nice environment.”
Species on board included Orchids, Ivy,
Hibiscus and Fig trees.

Holidayer Marcus Murray said: “It's
great, it feels as if you're on a boat in
Thailand or somewhere tropical like

by Rod Kitson

that. It gives the boat a nice ambience.”

Girliriend Egiarte Aldube added: “I'd
love to have some of these in my house

back in Bilbao - I'm a big fan of plants.”

Ewven the ship's captain Dave East got
in on the act. “It definitely made the
commuters more cheery,” he said -
“none of us like getting up for work in
the morning, but it was all smiles as
they climbed on today. It's worked well,
we've had loads of punters well chuffed.”
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