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Ruth Pavey

NLIKE the

Millenniom Deme,

whach had a bid press

before, dunng and

after its brief span of
(HPEnINAg, the Bratish | :hri|r:.' i
Fuatoa Foadd has lived dowan
much of the ahose ||n,'_1|1-,:-|l K
it before the public werne
allowed bnoin 15957

T general, r-ellp'h: now liikke i

Even =0, few would say that
the ;.ppmm:h acrosk (he i,
o austere, exposed courtyard,
with Paolorzt s dork statue of
Mewton brooding over i, bends
a wense of relaxed welcome

Pethugs this 15 a4 il dwould
be: the libeary wiis pot, after all,
banile as & place of beckoning
ERLerninmiemnl,

Mevertheless, in conmection
with the “Wter in the Carden”™
exfbbim, moves are afoot to
Ense the visator s sense of
prrival

To this end, the designer, Dan

British Library gets a

change of greenery

Landscaper Dan Pearson has designs on softening the library's hard architecture

Pearson, hos rethought the
|'|I;u|.1|:||tr

Various friends | have tried
it with this information have
responded, “what planting ™,
thus reinforcing Pearson's view
thut the pimeen ks dominuted by
its harel lendscaping

in his words, acsthetically,
the planting acts as hitile more
thon green architeciure, amd the
plants were “stondard issoe
minbcapal™

Rather than offer a verdant
respile from thie mgotars of the
Euaston Band, or of scholarshp,
they were “elevated. contmned
and untouchable™

Instead, through his choice of
plants jmal the manner in which
they will be allowed to grow,
Pegrson wims 1o feed people®s
Erd it on anil Ln:lwlaﬂg:c_ i
o iiake then feel e
coanforable

Mhere are pricthesl
comaminis which make this
rcky.

Because the floor of the
pinrra |5 the poof of the achive,
e weight of smil it can bear s
timated, so preenery cannod be

extended nd whall

Also, some of the plavers are
very high-sided

I"|‘|I|_'. hl.lllf-." bronze Mewitodn i
in a good position 1o see fia the
longest of them

Bt contrary (o the famous
alory abasul him, gravity and a
falhng apple, he 't allowing
any plant to feed his
imagination

He's Tar 100 gnpped by
whniever he's iry'ing 1o wrk ol
at his feet 1o be looking abosi
Teimoy, o '.-.nrn]:nn_l: witvether Lan
Pesrson s chowe of TR CHTRIES

A mambar
of the
Indoor
Garden
Design
teom loys
plants in
the British
Library
plazza.
Piciume by
Joshy Lustig

luvender, fig, bay, myrle and
vine aie going 1o make a
difference to the litle people
beehow

The Highgate firm, Indoos
Ciarden Design, has for several
veears had the planting and
minienance contract with the
Brinsh 1 |'!"|.||:r

= ik wiis wath Chrestine

Bugley, their extenor manager,
thot [ 501 leaning against
Mewton's bronee stool on o
sunny day last week, looking
down as Dan Pearson and the
Indoor Garden Design team poi
on with the new planting (only
part of which is happening now,
thié rest 15 scheduled by the end
of the year)

Christine reckons they are
going tiv enjoy Dan's new
regime of greater informality,
with the strawberry vines being
encoqrrged 1o spall down fronm
the high planters, the figs being
ETTWn i "|'|pl.: meunids’ and
the bays allowed 1o put up
“huige spears”

Thiese descriptions are Dan's
own, imparied 1o me in the fow
minutes he could spare from
planting tree ivy, making “phope
|.'..1|E=\.-.. Ji\.ﬂprﬂ.‘Jrﬁlp_ Ui
returming i e evenmng Lo give
n good mlk gbout two
conumnissions he has becn
undensking in Japan, one urban,
ope reral,

|‘||::|.|:IJI.!.t aboul these thiee
dIveTse preeed of wanrle, o
could pick up some of his
guiding panciples

Put ar ther baldest, these
inelude that less is more, contac
wiith the mnturn] wioeld 1 j:"l'hllj
for us, ang that gandeners had
begier work with noiure thog
agarnst it

Tov see how' the British
Library piaza develops we
e 1o e patient there will b
apple mees, mulberry frecs
LIRS that take thme, bt |
secims thal the i'-\:llp'll' LREre were
hlessed in itheir cholce ol
L||:=~i|:l1|'.r

A The Writer in the Crarden
exitbinion covttimnes af the
Hritiely Litveary sontdl Apedl 10
I’ well wearth teéfng



